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“Every six months, a dozen web developers go to an easily 
defensible location, without the internet, and build a website”

– James Aylett

/dev/fort



  

wildlifenearyou.com



  

Async, out-of-process, scalable
HTTP/JSON

http://server/dbname/add
http://server/dbname/delete
http://server/dbname/search

Djape

http://server/dbname/add
http://server/dbname/delete


  

Throw one away!



  

Back to work...

● “Flax”
● Rewrite from ground up
● Design a clean REST based protocol



  

Interfaces matter



  

Guardian offices, March 2009



  

PUT to /v1/dbs/dbname
POST to /v1/dbs/dbname/schema/fields/text
    { 'type': 'text', 'freetext': {'language': 'en'} } }

POST to /v1/dbs/dbname/docs
    { 'text': ['foo'] }
(or PUT to /v1/dbs/dbname/docs/docid)

Present the API so far



  

Present the API so far

● Don't throw this one away!



  

Yahoo Hackday
24 hours to make a site



  

Newspan – learning which news is interesting



  

Another gathering – more ideas and refinement



  

● Separate search from indexer
● More modularity
● Easier ways to specify searches



  

What's next?

● Performance – rewrite in C++
● Lower memory overhead
● Expose horizontal scaling features of Xapian
● Easier install – fewer dependencies
● Produce an AMI for Amazon cloud
● Run a fully open source hosted search.



  

What's next?

● Keep talking to developers and users, to be led 
by them!
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